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PLUGGING

INTO

THE

GROUP

BY PASTOR WILLIAM MCCARTY
Anyone ever met a self-plugging appliance? A selfplugging electronic device? Think about it a stove left
unplugged cannot function as it was created to do. A
television left unplugged cannot project anything for
anyone to see but carries a voidness about it when
left unplugged. We are faced with so many
challenges that compete to pull us from plugging in. I
am sure you are waiting for the pitch here to PLUG IN
and get involved in a ministry, because that is what
we mostly associate the concept of plugging in to be.
However, I submit that plugging in is much more
than just filling in a volunteer vacancy in a vortex of
volition. There are two summarized areas that we
must retool ourselves and plug ourselves in to and all
the other things will flow out of this.
Plug into Jesus & Power of The Holy Spirit
There is a shortage of the Word of God in many
aspects of today’s church. Wild doctrines and themes
that seem fun and full are empty and deceptive
leaving a wake of chaos in its dread sway. When we
plug into Jesus we do so as we read the word of God,
as we pray and as we worship Him. This is a personal
and individual journey as well as a corporate one. It
requires vertical and horizontal engagement. We
engage the Lord and out of that, we walked together
with one another in the body of believers, the church.
(More on that aspect later) In our personal journey,
the Word of God must be richly dwelling in us. We
must read and study the Word of God and then apply
its principles to our daily walk. I remember so many
pastors when I was growing up telling the church to
not take their word for it but to go and read the
scripture for themselves. The Lord is the very lifeline
of the believer. Without His power, His Word, and His
presence we can do no eternally significant thing.
However, No one can plug you into this relationship
with the Lord. No one can force prayer, reading the
word, or worship. The Lord is the outlet that brings
His current and the power to be all that He has
designed us to be. I remember early on in my walk
with the Lord, I couldn’t seem to get enough. I
wanted to be in His presence individually as well as
corporately with believers. I found that the individual
time with the Lord and the corporate times were very
different yet both equally powerful and very much
vital. I also learned that I would tend to, pardon the
use of this term here, "get more out of the corporate
church service” when I was engaging and plugging
into the things of the Lord individually. I also wasn’t
as critical of the things that took place when I was
walking plugged in. Make no mistake, the church
cannot give you what you are not willing to
individually plug into and bring toward yourself
individually.
Plug into The Paradigm of the Church
The church has become so entertainment-driven that
the bigger crowds and cow herding concept brings
lines of people in and ushers them out just as

quickly as they come in. The concept of walking and
worshipping together, learning of one another, and
being accountable is diminishing as people hunt for
concert-style venues where everyone is lost in the
sea of people and meaningful connections are void
because the next wave of the people is coming in. Of
course, this is not in all cases but in many and they
are rising. I have heard people say, “I just want to go
to a church where no one knows my business”
Translated…” I just want to go to a church where no
one knows that I really don’t live for Jesus the way
my church attendance announces”, and to go
unnoticed means accountability is a non-issue at
least until the not being noticed becomes an aspect
of offense because you were not noticed. The rise of
people getting offended and upset with others gets
factored in all this as well. We fear offense so we
cause offense to avoid offense coming to us and then
blame another for the offense that we ourselves
cause. Sure, this sounds steep, possibly crazy but
nonetheless true. We need one another and more as
the day approaches, Hebrews 10:25 would tell us. The
importance of being plugged into the relational
aspect of the body and worshipping together is
worth more than written words here can detail. It is
here that we find strength and value within our
togetherness. On our own and in ourselves these
types of commodities are not found. Therefore, the
enemy works overtime to offend, separate, and then
repeats it with the same ones that are on the cyclical
wheel of offense until one says NO MORE and NOT
HERE. Remember the enemy wants to see you
unplugged always and uses many things to achieve
that very goal.
Consider a study by David Huskey in 2020 revealed
the following:
Reasons People Leave Churches – Study in 2020
10% leave to go be with the Lord
12% Job relocation
12% prefer another church style
66% offended – “bent out of shape over anything”
We are to be plugged in so that we may be an outlet
as well. If the enemy stops this then the world is
steeped in darkness because the enemy snuffed out
our light by convincing us through the reality of our
own altered lenses to unplug, stay unplugged and
thus never fulfill the why behind your life and as a
result the Jesus we found never shines out of us in
any form or function, ministry, or moment. Lord help
us to stay plugged in!
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MINISTRIES

FIRST IMPRESSIONS TEAM

We

are

now

Dean & Tina Fyfe

Ptr. Sandra Gurganus

firstimpressions@hwwcnow.org

prayerteams@hwwcnow.org

First

Impressions

(formerly

Hospitality) Our name change best describes
what this Ministry is all about.
This is something we should be practicing every
day. Representing Christ by being intentional in
your daily walk. You never know what people are
going through and your kindness can change an
attitude in an instant.
I challenge you to do more: SMILE more, WAVE
more and be KIND. The response you receive just
might surprise you. People are so preoccupied
with life, just one small gesture could change the
attitude of someone struggling. Just Love them
to JESUS! Your First Impression is so vitally
important, so make it a good one.
“I have spoken these things to you. That my Joy
may remain in you and that your Joy may be
made full.”
John 15.11
Dean & Tina Fyfe

PRAYER TEAM

Praise the Lord!!! Now that we are seeing fewer
cases of Covid 19 in our region, many restrictions
have been lifted. We are reinstating our Sunday
prayer teams during Praise and Worship time.
Just so everyone feels comfortable when they
come up for prayer, our teams will be wearing
face masks during prayer.
It is so important that we as a church body lift
one another up in prayer consistently because
every one of us needs prayer each and every day.
For fellow believers, we pray for things such as
Spiritual
growth,
physical
needs,
and
encouragement Are you facing a trial or
circumstance that you don’t know how it is
going to end? Do you feel that there is no
answer? God sees exactly what you are going
through and what your need is. John 15:7 says, “If
ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you”. The key is abiding in Him and trusting that
His will be done.” Please know that your need
and request are never too big for God to move
upon. The key to the answer is that we must pray
according to God’s will and His time and have
Faith that when we pray God hears and will
answer our prayers. There are Prayer Warriors at
HWWC that are willing to pray and seek God’s
answer for and with you. James 5:16 says,
“Confess your faults to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed. The
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous person
avails much.” If you need prayer for anything,
please do not hesitate to let us know. You can
call to make a request at 757-356-5731 or an
email. carepastor@hwwcnow.org Your HWWC
Prayer Partners are here for you,

MINISTRIES

NURSERY

Shannon Thomas
nursery@hwwcnow.org

Greetings Friends and Family!
It's been so great to see some old friends and
new friends join us in the nursery this spring. In
April we had a new little one join us at HWWC.
We would like to extend our congratulations to
Tina & Steve on the birth of their little girl.
COST
$40 per student for SATURDAY 9 AM ARRIVAL if
registered by Midnight June 10, 2021
Cost Includes T-Shirt and Lunch on Saturday
$60 per student FOR FRIDAY 2:00 PM ARRIVAL if
registered by Midnight June 10, 2021
Cost Includes T-Shirt, Dinner Friday, Breakfast &
Lunch on Saturday
Beginning June 11, 2021, camp cost will remain
the same, but T-Shirt will NOT be included.
REGISTRATION
All registration will be via our online application.
There will be no paper applications this year.
Walk-ons will be accepted.

Savannah Lynn
April 13, 2021 - 7lb. 3 oz.
youth@vacog.org

Payment must be made in full at time of
registration.
QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions, send an email to the
camp office at youth@vacog.org, and they will
respond at their earliest convenience.

MINISTRIES

TIMEOUT

Robin Pallett
timeout@hwwcnow.org
Join us on every 2nd & 4th
Saturday from 2pm to 5pm!

MINISTRIES

GIRLS CLUBS

ROYAL RANGERS

Ptr. Sandra Garganus

Landon Eaton

mpactgirlsclubs@hwwcnow.org

royalrangers@hwwcnow.org

It’s going to happen SOON!! We are looking to the
fall when hopefully, we will be able to start
having classes again on Wednesday nights. So
attention all parents with daughters We want
you to know the true purpose of our Mpact Girl’s
ministry, please carefully read the following five
statements:

Calling all Rangers! Parents, do you have a

“FIVEFOLD PURPOSE”
1: Winning girls to Jesus Christ through love and
acceptance.
2: Teaching girls how to obey everything Jesus
commanded (us helping girls to develop
spiritually
and
mentally).
3: Providing encouragement, support, and
accountability through lasting relationships.
4: Providing an environment for girls to develop
their gifts and abilities.
5: Acquainting girls with the Great Commission
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Found in Matthew 28:1620 "The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go.
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but
some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, And teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. Surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
We will soon be reopening our classes. Keep your
eyes and ears open. We are going to need a few
more volunteer workers as well. Please let us
know if you are willing to help in this wonderful
ministry. Have a very blessed summer.

it has been a long time since Rangers last had

Ranger in your house that is ready to get back
into the groove? I want you to see me or contact
me via HWWC or Social Media! As we are starting
to find some sense of normalcy in life again, I
want our Rangers to be prepared! Understanding
any lessons and likely even thought about
anything

Ranger,

I

want

to

provide

the

opportunity for these young men to come back
together as strong as they were when we hit
pause. There may be a contest. Maybe activities.
Maybe prizes! The Commanders are excited to
see all of your Rangers getting back into the
Word and fun activities and Wednesday nights
and at the special events. From young to old, we
are excited! Let’s close the book on COVID and
look forward to where the Lord is going to take
us next. These words in Isaiah 43:18-19 really
struck me as we look forward; “Do not remember
the past events, pay no attention to the things of
old. Look, I am about to do something new; even
now it is coming. Do you not see it? Indeed, I will
make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert.” – Semper Gumbi.

MINISTRIES

LIGHTHOUSE STUDENTS

ANCHORED DEEP

Ptr. Mason &
Kaitlyn McCarty

Jeremy & Emily Alley

lighthouse@hwwcnow.org

anchoreddeep@hwwcnow.org

Que High School Musical song, What Time Is It,
“What time is it?Summertime!” That is right! It is
finally here – the summer! It is a time to relax,
jump in a pool or two, and soak up the sunshine.
Just because it is summertime does not mean
we forget about our relationship with God and
stop attending church regularly. Vacation is
great, everyone deserves to take one, but we do
not need to lose focus on what is most
important. Here at HWWC, we are all trying to
realign, regroup, and refine ourselves. Focusing
on the youth here, this is key for the
summertime. Summer means no school,
freedom, sleeping until 3 pm for some, etc.
Summertime is great for not having to focus on
everything, but what if we did that with God? Do
you think God takes a summer vacation like the
rest of us?
Adults and students deserve vacations but need
to remember to regroup. Regroup means take a
week or a weekend to have time with family, or
just relax at home. But read your devotional
outside in the sunshine, take it by the pool, etc. it
is very easy to enjoy our time away, but it is also
easy to push God aside when you are enjoying
life. Realign your summertime freedom to ensure
you are attending church as much as possible
and studying the word. It is easy to go to the park
with your students and want to go home and
take a nap. Next thing you know it is 9 pm at
night and you did not read your Bible or pray. Set
aside time, as a family, to read and pray. Enjoy
your summer, it has been a long year! But take
this advice, remove, or refine your life this
summer. Take away the “bad” and bring in the
“good.” Do not let your fun spoil what God has
done for you this year.
We wish you all the very best summer! Enjoy your
time, but do it right this year!

Ready. . . Set. . . Regroup!
How do we regroup? Well, Jesus one good
framework to follow in Matthew 18:20 - "For
where two or three gather in My name, there I
am with them."
So how do we regroup? We regather in the
presence of our Heavenly Father, and that's just
what Anchored Deep is here to do!
For our young adults (ages 18-25), Anchored Deep
is excited to be back! We'll be regrouping and
regathering with our first meeting Saturday, June
19th from 6pm-8pm at the home of Jeremy &
Emily Alley. Meetings will then continue to be
held on the third Saturday of each month from
6-8pm.
Coming up this season: Welcome to Adulting by
Jonathan Pokluda and Kevin McConaghy.

MINISTRIES

ATP 31 WOMEN

WORSHIP TEAM

Rev. Amanda McCarty

Rev. Elizabeth McCarty

atp31@hwwcnow.org

worship@hwwcnow.org

When thinking about the theme for this volume

I know this past year has been difficult and has

of the Current, I zoned in on the word Refine. The

had a lot of unexpected things happen.

process of refining is quite a difficult process that

been out of the building, afraid, frustrated and

begins with taking the metal, let’s say gold, and

disconnected.

smelting it to bring the layers of impurities to the

using this time to really push us to our absolute

surface. This process is done so that the pure

full potential. We were getting complacent and

metal underneath will be unblemished and

TOO comfortable. God had to stir us up. Get our

unpolluted by the imperfections and pollutants

Blood pumping.

that could be present when the metal is first

us the value in our church and church family.

taken out of the earth. The gold is brought to the

encourage you to not become complacent. Get

melting point during this process and in the

UNCOMFORTABLE.

purification

stretch us.

process

hydrochloric

acid

is

We’ve

But, I truly believe that God is

Get us uncomfortable to show
I

God uses Uncomfortable to

Keep going. Pursue HIS will. DIVE in

introduced into the gold through electrolysis to

to His word. Lift up your voices to the highest

remove all those imperfections. This process can

king.

be simplified by not adding the acid which of

under control. WE may not be able to see the

course does not produce the purest form of gold.

next turn on this road but HE is in charge.

Keep your eyes on the Father. He has it

In thinking further about this process, I thought
about how this last year has been for many of us

“Trust in and rely confidently on the LORD with all

and the ministry here at HWWC.

your heart And do not rely on your own insight or

I feel like God

has been refining us and putting us through that

understanding.”

process of taking those impurities in us out. He

Proverbs 3:5

has been regrouping us and helping us to see our
potential is below the surface and needs to come

Know without a doubt that God has the last word,

out. And He has certainly been realigning us with

and deserves the praise for HIS victory.

the refocused vision of the church that is
outwardly focused on a community who needs to
see the love of Jesus Christ and his Church. C.S.
Lewis said “Hardships often prepare ordinary
people for extraordinary things”. We have been
through hardship now I am ready to move onto
extraordinary things. Are YOU ready?

MINISTRIES

MOUNTAIN CLIMBERS

FAITHWALKERS

Lisa Williams &
Debbie Greenway

Mattie Firth &
Brenda Kincaid

mountainclimbers@hwwcnow.org

faithwalkers@hwwcnow.org

Now that the mask mandate is being lifted, we

Healing Waters Worship Center, this year is flying

can start having activities out. We can REGROUP

by and I'm glad to know we are finally seeing

our group/our relationships with each other. We

some light at the end of the tunnel with the

can read, listen & follow God's Word. We can

pandemic. Each week I'm seeing more and more

fellowship. We challenge you to read Psalms 139

people come back to service. If you've been out

and give us your thoughts.

you do not know how much you've been missed.
God is doing some amazing things each week as

To REFINE is to remove impurities or unwanted

we come together to worship the King of Kings.

elements and to improve something by making

Many prayers are being answered. I'm happy to

small changes. We can refine ourselves by

see God's people's attitude changing about the

removing the excuses & giving 5 minutes to God

importance of serving and to restore our minds

daily. Then increase our time with him. These

to wholeheartedly give to the Lord. God has

small changes in our life will dramatically change

blessed me so much and I pray for his strength to

our lives when we give ourselves to God.

continue my walk with him. I know we all say
we've heard since childhood about his return but

We can ALIGN our spiritual lives with God by

I promise the Lord's coming is closer than we

asking him to inspect our hearts. Cry out to him.

ever imagined. So let's remove any impurities

"Search me God, and know my heart, test me

from our thoughts and fill them full of God's

and know my anxious thoughts." He is sure to

unchanging word and draw close to our Savior.

answer, as he's always been right there beside

Faith walkers 55-plus meets every third Thursday

you, watching & waiting even if you can't see or

at 11:00 here at church. Blessings Brenda Kincaid

feel him near.

and Mattie Firth

Help us as we all: regroup, refine & realign
ourselves with each other & God. We love you.

MINISTRIES

BETTER TOGETHER

John &
Rev. Barbara Stevens

MANNA

James Baines
manna@hwwcnow.org

bettertogether@hwwcnow.org

How many times over our lives have we had to

I would like to say hello to all. Hope everyone is

step back from a project, relationship, vision, to

doing well. We all know regrouping can be hard

study what has taken place and evaluate our

but if we pray it can be done. I do not know if all

next steps? I probably can’t count that high. As

really know that regrouping is a word used a lot

we continue to roll on through 2021 at this fast

in the military. It is what they do when things are

clip, we need to step back and see what we have

not going right. It is called a retreat. That is what

been doing in our personal lives that is working

we have been doing in baby steps. David chose

and what may not be. What is extraneous and

to regroup by encouraging himself in the Lord.

what is a necessity. I have English boxwood in

The same thing we need to do. Trust in the Lord.

my front yard that is way too high. I needed to

In order to get things better, we need to realign.

prune them several years ago and have been

Like Manna, for example, it was available twice a

meaning to do it each spring before they leaf out.

month. We had to offer it more often because

Haven’t done it yet. As a result, they are a bit

the community needed more help so we are now

overgrown and not very pretty any longer.

offering Manna every Tuesday. The people love it.
We were able to make small changes by talking

That is a good practice in our own personal walk

about different ideas and options, by doing that

with the Lord to evaluate where we are and what

we were able to refine the way we do Manna. I

we need to do to make our Walk more effective.

This has been made possible by seeking prayer

That is what we are going to be doing at HWWC –

through our church partners and going to God to

Regroup, Realign, and Refine. Our Vision and

petition his blessing on this ministry.

Mission is still the same, but how we go about
reaching the goals that come up under it may
take some pruning and some refining, but the
end goal is to have a well-oiled strategy and
game plan to accomplish what God has given us
to do this local church. It is exciting to see what
He has planned!!!!

MINISTRIES

COMMUNITY CARE

JUMP-IN

Ptr. Sandra Gurganus

Rev. David &
Shannon Thomas

careteams@hwwcnow.org

jumpin@hwwcnow.org

The goal of this ministry is to serve and provide
compassionate care for our HWWC family as well as
our Community in times of need. Thank the Lord, we
are seeing fewer cases of Covid 19. We still are able to
reach out while taking safety measures to help meet
the need of our church family as well as the
community. We deliver meals to those who desire our
help when they come home from a hospital stay. Our
teams will provide meals also for immediate families
prior to the funeral of a loved one and if any Memorial
service is scheduled at HWWC, We will provide a meal
at church following service if needed or requested. In
all of this, we still strive to follow safety guidelines. We
are blessed to have Care Teams that are dedicated to
being available to be used in any way. One tool of the
HWWC Care Ministry is called Outreach. We continue
to reach out through phone calls, text messages, and
in-person contacts when available. The goal is to
encourage one another, pray with one another when
requested due to any need and just confirm to each
other that we at HWWC are considered as a family to
reach and help each other. We still offer mask to
anyone that feels more comfortable wearing them
while in church and we even have sticker notes that
you can wear to let us know if you prefer distancing
with no hugs or if you are okay with a greeting hug.
We want all to feel comfortable in the House of the
Lord as we come to sincerely worship the Lord
together through song, pray for one another’s needs
and hear the anointed Word of God as it’s message
seeps deep into our hearts and lives. For over a year
we have been coming back to church services as we
still maintain safety guidelines. Even though we are
able to see each other in person in services, many have
reported they still love hearing from each other
through a text or phone call during the month. If you
have a prayer request, you can share it. If you have a
praise report, you can share it. I love the following
scripture, Galatians 6:9-10, “Let us not lose heart in
doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not
grow weary. So then, while we have the opportunity,
let us do good to all people, and especially to those
who are of the household of the faith.”
If you need us for anything please call 757-356-1515 or
visit
us
at
the
following
page:
www.hwwcnow.org/communitycare
May the Lord our God bless and keep you daily,

Have you ever felt like gathering your wits about
you was a more physical task than it should be?
Life can be crazy at times and that can make it
seemingly impossible to stay focused on God.
After all, when each day feels like a race to get
everything done and you always come in last
place, it's easy to get discouraged! Nevertheless,
no matter how many times you face the same
daunting list of unpleasant chores, God’s still
there waiting for you to stop and look to Him.
Granted, I’m not saying He’s going to Nanny
McPhee your chores away. Far from it! Instead,
when I look to God, leaning on His strength I get
more of the things done that truly matter and
spend less time stressing about things I can’t
control. Sure, I still get annoyed with people and I
still have days when I don’t want to drag myself
out of bed. My feelings don’t disappear. What
changes is that each time I realign myself to
God’s will, I stop relying on myself to be
everything and that changes everything! When
we realign our sight heavenward we don’t have
to worry about making things happen our way.
We don’t have to go chasing down all the loose
ends making everything our version of “perfect”,
we lean on God’s understanding and guidance.
We don’t get lost in our own heads, lose control
of our tongues, and lose our mind trying to make
people bend to our will. We are aligned with
God’s
plan
and
refocused
on
God’s
uncontainable love for all of His creation. That
changes how we think and that, in turn, changes
what we communicate. Take some time today in
prayer and study to realign your eyes to Jesus
and let Him refine every aspect of your life so you
can communicate God’s love effectively!
Take some time today to look at James 3:13-18

Parking Lot Makeover

Refining our connection
to our community
By S. Thomas

We have been so excited to start seeing
the changes of our parking lot in this
multi-stage project. It's beautiful, isn't it?
We are so close to being finish, and we
will have a workday to install the last few
elements to make it complete. However,
praise God that we were able to get the
hardest part accomplished, thanks to
The Blair Brother's, Inc. for paving and
Dominion for moving the utility pole to a
safer location. We have had many other
sponsors but would like to keep that a
surprise until we unveil our new signage.
for our community basketball courts.
Until the ribbon-cutting ceremony
slated for June 26th, we invite you to
take a look at some of the pictures from
the project so far.

If you would like to write for future Spotlights in the

MANY thanks to all of those who have helped with the

The Current, please contact Shannon Thomas by

planning, work, donations, and prayers during this

calling (757)356-5730 or by email

project. Thank you to all who have donated photos from

shannon.thomas@hwwcnow.org

this project.

Trea$urer's
Report
January to April 2021
CHANGE IS GOOD!!!! It causes us to Regroup, Realign ourselves and
become Refined in the process. As I reflect on the past 11 ½ years that I have
been the Treasurer for HWWC, I am so grateful for the opportunity of serving the Lord in this manner.
God is good and ever so faithful. I encourage everyone to continue to be steadfast in their support of
the Kingdom through Healing Waters Worship Center. Lisa Williams will begin as your new Treasurer
effective June 1st. I pray that you are as supportive of her as you have been of me. Support her through
prayer and encouragement continuely. Change is good as the Lord is good!! 😊
We have been through some tough times this past year. The time to regroup is NOW. My prayer is that
each of you will make a fresh commitment to the Lord and to HWWC to support this ministry with all
the ability that God has given you!! 1 Samuel 12:24 says: "Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with
all your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you.
God is continually looking for people whose hearts are fully His and are loyal to Him. If we are faithful to
God, He will show Himself strong toward us in all we do."
The tithe and offering for the first trimester of 2021 (Jan - April) was $82,144. This is under budget
currently by $9,583.
We ask everyone to personally reflect on God’s faithfulness concerning finances and thank Him
continually for His provision. Above all, be obedient to His Word and watch His promises come true in
so many ways as you walk out the journey set before us all. Thank you for allowing me to serve you
these past 11 ½ years
God Bless,
Bobbie Varner
Former Treasurer, HWWC
Bobbie, we are forever grateful
for your dedication to HWWC
and all you have done. We pray
that you are as successful in
your next chapter.

Bobbie Varner

Lisa, we are excited for you as
you take on a new level of
dedication to HWWC. We pray
for you as you learn this new
role and for all that is to come.

Lisa Williams

Farewell & Many Blessings
By Pastor William M. McCarty

As we say farewell to Bobbie Varner, we are grateful for the many wonderful aspects of the
investment from her life into the life of HWWC which she has made over the last almost 15
years here! Twelve of those years she spent in a leadership capacity. I find it always
fascinating when we look back over time spent at how rapidly it all seems to advance by us.
This is the case here. She and her husband Steve as well as her children and grandchildren
have made impacts here. She has seen the church when we had around 55 people in total
to today. We are grateful for every moment that we have had in ministry partnership and
friendship these many years.
As we turn the page with a new treasurer, Lisa Williams, who has been unanimously
affirmed by-election by the church body, we are confident that she will continue to serve in
the same excellence as well. HWWC has seen numerous transitional moments these last 2
years. I will not outline those transitional details here, but we have seen the Lord faithful
amid them all. As we embrace another transitional time, I ask that you pray for your new
church treasurer and finance department leader in Lisa Williams. She has been on the
Council, served in ministry leadership roles, and is always found faithful in the things that
she does. We are thankful for her indeed.
As we send Bobbie to her next appointed place where she will be employed full-time in
leading a church finance manager position, we do so with great gratitude for all that she has
been a part of here at HWWC. She has been a teacher, girls’ club leader, drama ministry
director, served on the church council, been the treasurer, worked in kid’s church, worked in
hospitality, helped in women’s ministry, worked in the VBS (Vacation Bible Schools) that we
held, led various events and programs, directed HGHF (Heaven’s Gates Hell’s Flames) at
HWWC and abroad, wrote the drama AFFABEL (an allegory audio theatre by John Bevere)
and brought the allegory to life at HWWC and abroad and helped in any way ever needed.
She truly has been a blessing to my life and to the narrative of HWWC in this world.
We celebrated her impacts at HWWC on May 23, 2021, and bid farewell on Sunday, May
30, 2021. She is not moving away, simply changing dwellings within our Lord’s House. You
see the Lord has many dwellings, churches, and all under His house. May the Lord go
before her in all that she lays her hand to and may the Lord watch over her and keep her
and her family in all things.

Quarterly Devotional
Under Pressure
By Rev. David N. Thomas
'For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’
sake. For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;
we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; '
2 Corinthians 4:5-9
Carbon is the basic building block of life as we know it. In fact, scientifically speaking, the term “organic”
means carbon-based. Nevertheless, carbon generally isn’t something we think about when we hear the
word “life”. We might think about green grass, yellow daisies, red cardinals, and blue butterflies but not
carbon! When I think about carbon what comes to mind is a dark, dirty mess reminiscent of coal, soot,
and ash. Perhaps for you, it would bring to mind charcoal or the carbon copy slips that stain a sheet of
paper with a signature or credit card number. I guess maybe I’m carbon dating myself now, get it?
In the right circumstances, however, carbon undergoes a transformation. At depths of 90 to 120 miles
beneath the surface of the earth where the pressure is 50,000 times greater than what we experience
and the temperature is around 2,000 degrees fahrenheit something amazing begins to take place.
Subjected to all that terrible pressure and intense heat, carbon deposits begin to regroup, realign, and
refine if you will. The carbon is restructured into a substance harder, more resilient, and more beautiful
than anything we could have imagined looking at the source material. In that crucible, carbon is
transformed into diamond.
I tell you today that this is no accident or oddity in creation. In fact, it is a reflection of the process that
we go through on our walk with Christ. Being a disciple of Jesus is not an easy task and He promised us
that we would have trials and tribulation. Trouble is an essential part of the process! All the dark places
in our hearts that He is working on, all the weaknesses that frustrate us, all the fear, doubt, pride, envy,
and selfishness we struggle with, He’s using as source material. That overwhelming, unbearable
pressure you’re under isn’t a curse that you are stuck with, it is an opportunity to look to God, lean on
His strength, and let Him restructure you piece by piece into a beautiful, resilient prism that can radiate
His glory in ways you never thought possible!
The refining process may not feel comfortable and it is certainly not easy but I promise you that it is
worth every tear. Few people are documented as understanding this quite as well as the apostle Paul. I
opened this devotion with his insight into this process from 2 Corinthians 4. I now leave you with this
encouragement from 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 where Paul had fervently prayed that God would free him
from a humbling, limiting weakness he described as torment:
'And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly,
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with
difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. '

Local Missions
Hampton Roads
& Tidewater

HWWC's
Community

Hope Charitable Services
Portsmouth, VA
www.hopecharitable.org

Manna Ministry
Weekly food pantry

The Genieve Shelter
Southeast Virginia
www.thegenieveshelter.org
Hope4Life
Portsmouth, VA
www.hope4lifeva.com

Life Care
A listening ear for when life is difficult
Backpack Give Away
Back to school festival
Turkey Give Away
For Thanksgiving
Every Family, Feed a Family
Christmas Dinners for Jones Creek

World Missions
Pray for our missionaries and their work around the world.

Wayne & Phyllys Wozniak
Peru

Dr. Ayo & Grace Adewuya
South East Asia

Rev S. Sam Selva Raj
Mrs. Jesy Veena Sam
India

VERFLOW
God's Love cannot be contained

Thank you HWWC
for supporting
the mission in
South America!

Congratulations
Highschool Seniors

Reaching the Community
Manna
Our Manna Ministry at HWWC is a great
resource to anyone in need of food. There are
no requirements to receive food, if you’re hungry
you qualify. Come for one week, or come out for
all of them! We distribute free groceries every
Tuesday of every month from 6 pm to 7 pm.
Together every resource makes a difference!
(For your first pick up please bring a photo id.)

Back-2-School
Community Event
Every Summer we hold a community-wide backto-school event. This is a large family event at
no cost to anyone attending. We have carnival
games with prizes, food, outdoor water fun,
bounce houses and more.
At this event, we give out hundreds of
backpacks that are filled with school supplies.

TimeOut
Sometimes parents just need a TimeOut from their
kids, but let's be honest, the kids probably need a
TimeOut from their parents too, right?
TimeOut was created to be a blessing to families
to help alleviate the stress, strain, and pressures
that this life brings. Sometimes you just need a few
hours of quiet time, catch up on some tasks, or
have that all elusive together time. Every 2nd & 4th
Saturday of the month from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm,
we offer free childcare for all kids 2 months to 12
years old. We value ALL kids as if they were our
own. All volunteers are vetted, trained and must
have a background check completed before
serving. To register for this service visit
www.hwwcnow.org/time-out

Basketball Court
& Field
For kids and families that enjoy recreation.
Come check out our basketball goals complete
with bleachers and equipment. The cleared
fields at the back of our property and across the
pond are perfect for flag football, cheerleading,
and other appropriate community needs for
recreation for our kids and adults alike.

Life Care
We offer life care & coaching for those needing a
listening ear in times of crisis, are navigating the
waters of addiction, grief, or other life challenges.
One-on-one and group options are available. You
will have access to people who are qualified
through extensive education, including those with
Masters and Doctoral education, to help you
through your challenges.
To make an appointment, please call the office at
757-356-1515 or visit us at:
www.hwwcnow.org/appointments

Community Wifi
From students to senior citizens, we provide free
200mbps on state-of-the-art equipment. This is
supplied for those who need to get school work
done, to fill out forms online, or a little bit of
Facebook time. Select the network named below
and follow the prompts
Network Name:
HWWC COMMUNITY ACCESS

Bible Education

We have weekly worship services and discipleship
classes that come from the word of God.
Sunday Mornings
Early Worship Service: 8:30AM
Discipleship at 9:45AM
Worship Service at 11:00

Get Connected.
Stay Connected.
Are you getting our emails & text? No! We can get you connected!
Shannon Thomas
Communications Director
shannon.thomas@hwwcnow.org
(757) 356- 5730

David Thomas
Jump-IN Ministry Leader
jumpin@hwwcnow.org
(757) 577- 2976

JumpIN MVPs
Caitlin Liakos
Kaitlyn McCarty
Senior Liaison
Debbie Greenway

HEALING WATERS WORSHIP CENTER

IS LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS

rebuilding the body, reaching the community
God calls us to love one
another. We can do that
by meeting one another's
needs. How will you show
love to others?

Scan the code to
sign up to serve in
Healing Waters &
beyond today!

Can't scan the QR Code? No worries, visit this web address: www.bit.ly/3dXmm2M
Need more assistance? Call the office at 757 -356-1515 Tuesday - Friday, 9 am to 4 pm

rebuilding the body,
reaching the community

