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Christmas is such an amazing time of year. You hear terms used all the
time to describe it. Terms like magical, whimsical, breathtaking,
mesmerizing, sacred, solemn, holy, festive, memorable, joyous, stunning,
and so much more at least on the celebratory side. Then there are terms
like: sad, lonely, frustrating, worrisome, crazy, overwhelmed, busy,
burdensome, and many others that are used as well. Then of course the
commercial retail side has already said, “Christmas is at risk” due to
supply chain problems from COVID-19. Of course, we know Jesus is the
reason for the season, at least we say it at all the right times, but is it our
reality? Christmas through the eyes of a pastor is, well, in one word,
stressful! I know, probably not what you wanted to read but hang with
me for a few moments. It is stressful because there are so many things
that so many need and, so many needs because of so many expectations
and, so many expectations because of so many influences and, so many
influences because of greed, desire, and selfishness and so many of these
because of sin. Pastor, why would you be stressed? Why would this even
bother you? After all, people make these choices not you. It is because
the reality of Jesus has been diminished in this season, slowly, year by
year ever since we hung the first lights and not just by the world, but
sadly, by the church, the people that call Him Messiah, Savior, and Lord.
Many have allowed the focus to be in and on anything and everything
and as a result, have made Jesus the addendum to the Christmas agenda
or season and not the entire main attraction for action. The result, well?
Is that the One that came to deliver us is celebrated through the
multifaceted lenses that retail and greed have ushered into the mixes.
What is the expectation of Christmas for many? Great question! For
many, it is gifts, gatherings, and gala! While the expectation for others is
to be let down, bogged down, and struck down. And it is the same cycle,
for so many at every turn of these seasons. For a pastor seeing all the
varied realities across the congregation and not just the congregation
that gathers on-site at 12172 Smith’s Neck Road (that’s our HWWC
address LOL), but also in the people and families that make up our very
own communities and, it causes me great alarm within, yes, stress. How
do we get back to Jesus? He is the focal point in name and in the
advertisement, for so many ‘churchy people”, but for many He has been
far removed from the gifts, the glitter, the games, the gala, and the
grandeur of the gatherings that we have become so accustomed to or,
have grown to loath, leaving us just as broken, just as confused and just
as frustrated as we were when the first song passed through our ears
telling the story of Christmas for the year. Yes, everything we do at this
time of year tells the story of Jesus, or at least as best it should. I ask, are
we taking in this reality, of our Lord and Savior, or has the celebrative
scenery intoxicated so much that this season has become the yearly
escape from current realities such that we forgot the eternal value of it
all, it’s Him. The moment that the Lord, Messiah, Yahweh would be
wrapped in flesh, and would come looking for you and for me. Perhaps,
we, the church, His people, can find our way back to Him this season and
realize that the wonder of Jesus should fill our hearts and extend through
our hands every single second of our days. I love our HWWC family and
our community! May the Lord help us find our way back to Him and out
of that reality may the hope, help and, healing of Jesus build a bridge for
broken people to find Him therein.  
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Operation Christmas Child - Local Drop Off Locations (Nov 15 - 22)
sampur.se/3vRWI6u

 
Hope Charitable Services  - Portsmouth

hopecharitable.org/donate-now
 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 2021 - Hampton Roads
bit.ly/3biODhJ

 
Manna Ministry - Healing Waters Worship Center

www.hwwcnow.org/manna-food-distribution/

MAKE 
this holiday season

Holiday 2020

EVENTS CALENDAR

You can make a difference in
someone's life this holiday
season by donating to one of the
groups listed below.

Nov 12 - Jan 2 - Million Bulb Walk
bit.ly/3bjvRXt

Nov 19 - Jan 2 - Holiday Lights at
the Beach   bit.ly/3mlxpqg

Nov 23 - Holiday Light Stroll
bit.ly/3nBG33w

Nov 25 - Jan 1 - Celebration in
Lights     bit.ly/3jNOJT4

Dec 1 - Jan 2 - Holiday Lights at
the Beach    bit.ly/3mlxpqg

Dec 1 - Jan 1 - Celebration in
Lights     bit.ly/3jNOJT4

Dec 4 - Yorktown Christmas Tree
lighting    bit.ly/2XSO2Ab

Dec 4 - Holiday Parade at the
Beach    bit.ly/3mnNZWv

Dec 11 - Smithfield Christmas
Parade bit.ly/3CwqQqM

Dec 31 - Last Night on the town
bit.ly/3EtDwim

Jan 1 - Jan 2 - Holiday Lights at
the Beach   bit.ly/3mlxpqg

Jan 1 - Celebration in Lights
bit.ly/3jNOJT4

Jan 1 - Jan 2 - Million Bulb Walk
bit.ly/3bjvRXt

Jan 9 - Jan 23 - Restaurant Week
https://bit.ly/37yKOUQ



Christmas

Thanksgiving

Kidz Page

What did one snowman say
to the other snowman?

Dollar Tree

Fun Corner

You're Cool!

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal "life."

John 3:16

We are thankful for you! What are you thankful for?



The twins were 18 months and we had done so much exploring with them that year. As we were expecting
Lily, we decided it was time to start establishing traditions with them to grow up with. Our first one was to take
them apple picking in the fall. Ana was absolutely in love with this activity. I think she ate at least 3 apples that
day. The amazement on her face that apples come from trees is one of my favorite memories. Fast forward to
Christmas decorating. We had our original first tree complete with red and gold glass ornaments. We let the
twins help us decorate the tree and taught them the importance of being gentle with the ornaments. leading up
to Christmas Ana would keep calling the red glass balls "apples", which was certainly an adventure as she
kept picking them. Another tradition that we wanted to start was for me to make my mom's special macaroni &
cheese every Christmas Eve. The kids were playing in the living room and I was in the kitchen making this
tradition happen, I can't remember what David was doing at the time. I had just finished assembling the
glorious mac & cheese, put it in the oven, and turned the timer on. That's when we heard it. The crunch
followed by the scream. With the grace and speed that jumped over that baby gate, you would have thought
that I was a gold medalist in track and field with exceptional skill in the hurdles.  We saw the red ornament
crushed, in her hand... and around her mouth. She tried to eat the "apple"!!  First-time parent panic set in, ran
back to the kitchen, shut the oven off. Scooped up the kids, their coats and raced the four of us to the closest
ER. My baby ate glass!! So I had to explain the whole story to the ER staff, the one I just told you. If you have
ever been to or worked in the ER on a holiday you know it's one of the busiest times to be there. After the X-
rays showed no glass or evidence that any of it was ingested we were discharged. That was the last year we
decorated our tree with glass ornaments and the last time she tried to eat the tree. We never did get around to
establishing the mac & cheese tradition on Christmas Eve, but have made many other traditions since. As
young parents, in age and experience; that Christmas morning was so full of joy, thankfulness, lessons
learned, wisdom gained, many memories, and naps!
We wish you a very Merry Christmas filled with memories and delights! The Nursery Team

Merry Christmas and Happiest Holidays, HWWC Family! This season, we often look back at the holidays of
years gone by. As we do, we can’t help but see the holiday season through the eyes of our Anchored Deep
young adults. While much has changed in our nation in these last 15-20 years, the joy (and sometimes stress)
that comes with the holidays has never changed. Today, young adults are still nervous about college finals and
end-of-semester grades before their college winter breaks. They are still working long hours and stressing
about how to pay their rent and have enough money for gas…and food…and maybe a Christmas gift too?!?
Some may be spending their first Christmas away from home or decorating their very own tree in their first
apartment. For many of those in Anchored Deep, these young adult years are filled with big goals, big
decisions, big emotions, big steps, and big anxieties. Through it all, the joyful expectation of the season often
brings them back to childlike wonder as they eagerly await what each day might bring. This season, we pray
that our Lord and Savior brings you back to childlike wonder and that you’ll be in awe of Him. Through it all.
Immanuel. Hallelujah! God is with us. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays,
Jeremy & Emily Alley



Luke 2:19 states “but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often” (NLT)  
I love the Christmas story. In fact, it is part of our Christmas tradition to read the Christmas story before we
open presents every Christmas morning. Part of the story from the account of Luke is this one line that has
always struck me as being very poetic in nature. We always talk a lot about the shepherds that came to visit
and the wisemen that came to worship but we never really talk about Mary and how she must have felt
watching all of this and knowing the end of the story at the very beginning. Her eyes would have seen the
Angel Gabriel and at that moment felt the magnitude of what was happening to her. But the story did not end
there she had a front-row seat to the birth of the Son of God and then got to experience first-hand his
ministry and eventually came to understand what Messiah really meant. That He had come to be born only
to die for her sins and for mine. The Bible says she kept these memories in her heart and thought about
them often. It is the same I think for every mother. We may not have shepherds or wise men visiting stables
or bringing gifts. But our memories of our children are played over and over again in our minds and hearts
until we are no longer here to think about those memories. These memories are lasting and they are
cherished. Memories of when we birthed them or memories of their first steps.Those elusive memories of
the toddler years when all they could say was the word “mine”. Memories of them opening Christmas gifts
and the delight that was on their faces as you surprised them with that special gift. Or the disappointment
when they finally realized that Santa wasn’t real because some mean kid in school had finally crushed that
dream for them. The memories of decorating the house together with the children and telling the stories of all
the ornaments on the tree. The memories of cleaning up scraped knees and bruised hearts. The traditions
you share as a mother are now being passed on to the child and they say things like “we have to do this
because that’s the way that mom did it”. Those are the memories or things you keep in your heart and think
about them often.   

So, this year at Christmas make some memories with the family, keep some memories for yourself and think
about all your family often.
   
Christmas Blessings, 
Amanda McCarty  

Ahhhhh The holidays, the family gatherings, and food of Thanksgiving followed by the crispness and almost
magical time of Christmas where we celebrate the birth of Our Savior. Finally, it's wrapped up at New Years
where we reflect on the triumphs (Psalm 65:11) and trials of the past year and the looking forward to the
renewal and hope of a fresh coming year. As men and Fathers, the holidays can come and go at an almost
frightening pace of crazy but this year let's take a moment in the midst of that craziness to see the holidays
through the eyes of The Father. Ever notice people seem a little nicer around the holidays? Politeness and
manners are forgotten most of the year suddenly are re-remembered and practiced, I've often heard it said
that people act around the holidays how they should act all year round. I feel that God uses this time of year
as a simple reminder to all of us that in the end it boils down to Jesus and His goodness, we need Him, we
should constantly pursue Him and while giving and receiving presents on His birthday are a fine practice, we
know there is no greater gift we can give anyone then to impart the love and heart of The Father who gave
us His Only Son Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior (John 3:16). As Men, imparting that very heart should be
the forefront of any lesson to our kids and while our gifts to them are often material but it's the parental one's
that will stick with them long after we're gone (Proverbs 22:6). So this season let's love one another as The
Father loves us and go out and show the world that love, don't hold back, don't be ashamed, open your
heart to others as He opened His to you.

May your holidays be filled with love during the holidays
The Watchmen



We would like to start out wishing all a
happy holiday. We know everyone is
looking forward to a great 2022. Provision
is defined as, "the action of providing or
supplying something for use." The main
purpose of Manna is to help provide food
provisions for those in need. We plan by
doing inventory, accepting donations,
working with other organizations to
supplement our food stock, and then pre-
pack boxes for those in need. Every 
 Tuesday we provide those boxes to
anyone in need who comes to Manna.
Our favorite part of providing these
provisions is when we give the food to all
families we let them know we care by
showing each person love, kindness, and
respect.

6 Which made heaven, and earth, the
sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth
truth forever:
7 Which executeth judgment for the
oppressed: which giveth food to the
hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners:
Psalm 146:6 - 7

Wishing you all a warm and full
holiday season,
The Manna Team!

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap
generously. Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians
9:6-8

Generosity Definition: the quality of being
kind and generous; the quality or fact of
being plentiful or large; the willingness to
give or share; an act of unselfish giving.

For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’37 “Then
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink?
38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick
or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.’
Matthew 25:35-40 NIV

-I was alone, someone was kind to me.
HWWC
-I was hungry and broke, they fed me.
MANNA
-I didn’t know how I was going to give to
my family for Christmas, they blessed us.
ANGEL TREE
-I just needed a break and so did my kids,
they provided a place for me to take them
at no charge. TIME OUT
-My kids needed a place to go instead of
getting in trouble, Q DADDY COURTS
-I have no wifi but I have a place I can go
now. NO STRINGS attached
-I was cold, they gave me a coat. HOPE
CHARITABLE COAT DRIVE
-I was broken, they told me about JESUS 

There are so many ways that a person or
a family may need a break. The holidays
are especially hard for people. The
condition of our country is hard. We never
know what someone might be going
through. We offer so many ways to show
them love here at HWWC. From hearing
and learning the Word to reaching out
beyond our walls and caring for the sick
and hurting, feeding them, and caring for
their children. All with no strings attached.
That is what Jesus told us to do. This is
how I see a break during the holidays and
every day before and after, all for the love
of Christ. Merry Christmas everyone!!

Blessings to you all every day,
The TimeOut Team.

Generosity is a state of the heart, not of
one’s wallet. We rest in the knowledge
that God is the provider of all things. He is
gracious and loves to bless His children.
Confident in His provision, we give
liberally out of it. We are generous,
because God has been and continues to
be generous with us. Our time, money,
talents, resources and our life itself were
all given to us as gifts from God. He gave
these gifts so He may use us to give to
others. 

God may not always give us what we
want but he provides what we need. So
many times we think we need more,
when all we really need to do is lean on
the Lord and rely on his plan for our lives.
If we seek His will for our lives, we will
experience our best life and will be able
to be a beacon of light and hope to
others. I am hoping this article will make
each of us want to give fully of ourselves
to God and for God. 

This title makes me think of the holiday
movie: A Christmas Carol and the
character of Scrooge. He was full of
greed, selfishness and a lack of goodwill
toward others. From Scrooge, we learn
about spiritual transformation and life-
changing experiences. We learn about
forgiveness to those who wrong us, we
learn to remain positive and hopeful when
life’s circumstances look bleak, and we
learn about reflecting on our past, present
and future. The Christmas ideal is
Generosity, Goodwill and Celebration.
The movie ends with the saying, “God
Bless Us, Every One”

Let’s all learn from Scrooge and Thank
God for your gifts and bless others with
your gifts. We can’t do it all, but everyone
can do something! This Holiday Season
give like no one else—mind, body, heart
& soul: show God’s Love!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Lisa Williams
Treasurer



What’s better than the holidays? Yeah,
that’s exactly right, nothing! Nothing is
better than having time away from school,
work, etc. While a break for everyone is
well deserved; teenagers use the holidays
as a mental break. Let us look at it from a
student’s perspective. 
Imagine being in any grade, 6-12, in
today’s world – it’s chaotic. The holidays
are a great time for our students to take a
break from the madness they face daily.
Being able to take a break from it all
allows them to do things they don’t always
have the time to do. Think about all the
time they can spend relaxing and being
with their family. Spending time with
family is hard to do between crazy work
schedules, getting students to and from
school, attending church functions, and
the list can go on and on. While our
teenagers may act like they don’t like
spending time with family – they really do.
Instead of allowing them to have their
phones in the faces, make them put it
away for a while. Take time to spend
quality time with your teenager. Play
board games, try baking something new,
or make up new family traditions that you
can do every holiday. The holidays are
typically known for gifts, but those things
do not always matter. It is about the time
spent making memories with the whole
family. 

We wish you all the very best holiday
season and cannot wait to hear about all
the new made memories you and your
families have made together. Take
photographs! We would love to see them
all.

We love you all,
Pastor Mason & Kaitlyn McCarty

The hustle and bustle of the season and
holiday traditions…. whether it is
decorating, preparing for a large meal or
last-minute shopping for that perfect gift.

 We tend to get lost in the moment during
this time of year and forget about having a
servant’s heart and its true meaning. We
celebrate the birth of Jesus and His life's
purpose, as we ever seek to make it our
own life mission……we live to serve.
Recognizing hurting people…seeing
someone that may be going through a
difficult time that may need an
encouraging word; or seeing someone in
the grocery store check-out that finds that
their bill is more than the money in their
pocket and their head drops in
embarrassment; or seeing that person
asking for money on the corner, are just a
few examples of seeing through the  eyes
of a Servant and to see the world
differently as we should apply this to our
own life.  We exist for a purpose far
beyond the petty demands of our own
lives...being there to serve the needs of
others. Having a servant’s heart is
limitless and through great or small
random acts of kindness, we are all
servants of God.  

"10 God has given each of you a gift from
his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use
them well to serve one another. 11 Do
you have the gift of speaking? Then
speak as though God himself were
speaking through you. Do you have the
gift of helping others? Do it with all the
strength and energy that God supplies.
Then everything you do will bring glory to
God through Jesus Christ. All glory and
power to him forever and ever! Amen."
1 Peter 4:10-11

In His service, 
The First Impressions Team

What do you get the guy who has
everything? I know our modern, western
traditions differ from those of Jesus’ time.
Still, I can’t help but laugh at the thought
of the twelve struggling to figure out what
to get Him for His birthday. Could you
imagine Andrew browsing Amazon?
James and John perusing J.C. Penney?
What about Matthew making his way
through Macy’s? Ridiculous, sure, but
how often do we behave that way?

Jesus calls His disciples to give Him the
greatest gift they could give; everything.
In Luke 9:62 He says, “No one, after
putting his hand to the plow and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Jesus
was asking for 100% every single day.
Every day with Him was lived in
awareness of God’s gift of the Messiah,
not just on His birthday or on a
designated day of the year. Each day
began with a choice to sacrifice comfort,
safety, family time, future plans,
reputation, employment, and everything
else in life to follow Messiah. 

As you celebrate this season, I want you
to take special care to note the traditions,
symbols, and moments that you treasure.
Intentionally dedicate those things to God
and call them back to mind throughout the
year. Remember them as you walk
through dark times and know that God is
always faithful. Recall them to your mind
when you feel like God is silent and know
that He is always working His plan. These
treasures are God reminding you of His
greatest gift and calling you to respond
with your greatest gift. Don’t pack these
treasures up with the decorations, let
them remind you to dedicate yourself as a
disciple of Jesus Christ every day!

Happy Holidays & Many Blessings,
The Discipleship Committee



Grief on any level can make the holidays extremely strained and difficult. The pain and sting from the death of
loved ones can bring significant hurdles. Some that may seem, if only for a moment, as never-ending. Grief is
best defined as deep sadness or distress that causes suffering. This is a combined definition using Webster’s
collegiate dictionary. One of the most important things to know is that you are not alone and that the end of a
loved one’s narrative here on this earth was not the end of your narrative on the same. Yes, holidays are often
most difficult for those that have experienced the death of people that they love. Rather than this season being
seen as times of family togetherness, sharing and thanksgiving, celebration, and care, holidays can, for those
that have experienced such loss, bring feelings of sadness, loss, hopelessness, and emptiness, even despair.
Caring family, friends, and colleagues will encourage you to join in the holiday spirit, while all around you the
sights, sounds, and smells will trigger the memories of the loved ones who have gone on before you. Just know
that you are ok, you are ok. We said it twice because that is vital to understand, know and remember. As you
remember the Name of the Lord, Jesus Christ during the Holidays, and as you are thankful for the work that He
has done for you it is normal to remember and be thankful for the loved one that is no longer here and the
memories that you shared also. A mother, father, brother, sister, husband, wife, grandmother, and grandfather
are most often the hardest to cope with, but grief’s scope is not limited to only these. Grief can cause stories to
take in new variants of meaning, alter one’s perspective and even cause the most beautiful of scenes to have an
undertone of dismay. We want to encourage you to talk to someone, talk about your loved one, they may not be
physically present but their impacts and influence still linger here. Memories are powerful and are to be
embraced and expressed not suppressed or ignored. Memories are one of the best legacies that exist after the
death of someone we love. The holidays always make you think of times past, moments shared, and memories
made. Instead of ignoring these memories, share them with your family, friends, and colleagues. Keep in mind
that our memories are touched with both happiness and sadness. If a memory brings laughter, then smile and
have a bright moment of cheer, that is ok. If a memory brings sadness, and tears fill your eyes, and weeping
becomes the sound for a moment, that is ok. Memories that were made with loved ones no one can ever take
them away from you. Surround yourself with the people who understand and respect your story and the narrative
that has come as well because they are them that love you. Withdrawal may come easy to those struggling with
grief during the holiday season and could potentially be seen as the quickest solution indeed, but life has not
ended for you as you know it. Embrace life, embrace the memory, embrace the moments that you are living in by
allowing others to embrace you and even carry you through some moments. Your grief is not the end of your
journey, it is simply a part of your journey, and we are all connected by and in our Lord Jesus Christ and are
encouraged to carry or bear one another burdens. So, relax, breathe and realize that the Holidays through the
eyes of grief can be challenging but you are not alone, and His strength is perfect, and you are a reason Jesus
came, and others are thankful for you.

How often do we look ahead on the calendar and say “we are NOT going to be so busy this year, keep some of
the calendar open!”  Then we inevitably get into the months of November and December and find that we have,
indeed, filled the calendars up.  I know our family does every year.  Maybe I should change my perspective just a
tad to make sure that the calendar items that we choose to be part of are seen as an opportunity.  When the
angels proclaimed on that wondrous day of Jesus’ birth, ”Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
goodwill towards men,” we each were given the best gift ever created and that will ever be given.  God was
giving “peace and goodwill toward men” in the form of our Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Every time that we get
together with others, we get the opportunity to glorify God and show His goodness. So rather than hurrying
through each of our activities this coming holiday season and dreading the work to be done for the event or even
the event itself,  let’s look at those times as opportunities to also give Glory to God, and to live in the joy and
share the joy!  So look at the calendar not as horribly full, but with plenty of opportunities to spread the joy - His
joy, and celebrate our most precious gift.  Start seeing opportunities and then share the goodness, life, and joy

A blessed Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas & Joyful New Year,
The HWWC Office

If you are having a difficult time this holiday season please call the office  to schedule Life Care
757 -356 -1515, Tuesday - Friday 9 am to 4 pm



Did you know there were Christmas decorations in stores at the beginning of
September? Four months early. Why? The corporate leaders have to remind
you that in the next few months you need to scramble to buy gifts, plan dinners,
and decorate houses. All of which to direct you and market themselves as the
best place to empty your pocket book. Standing from the perspective of a
consumer, its helpful, colorful, and it reminds me that my favorite time of year
has finally arrived. But, stepping into the shoes of a Worshipper of Christ
changes your perspective. Seeing those Christmas decorations and holiday
commercials sends a different reminder to our brain. We are reminded of the
beautiful gift of salvation, that made a humble entrance into this world. It prompts
us to not forget who our source is. It moves us to stand in admiration of the King,
the Savior, Jesus. The Son of God coming into this world was and STILL is a
praise worthy day. He was born for us, He lived for us, He died for us, and He
rose again all for us. He is much more than a single thankful statement on
Thanksgiving and he is more than a single mention on December 25th. Through
the eyes of a worshipper, the holidays are but an extension of how the rest of
the year should be lived. HE came to save us and we are loved beyond
measure. As Worshippers, let us see the decorations and traditions and
remember to worship the one true guest of honor. The holiday season is
wonderful, full of joy and happiness, as worshippers of Christ let us remember to
lift our voices, our actions, our words, and our lives to HIM. 

Prasing Him,
The Worship Team

Now that you're an adult, how do you see Christmas? I see Christmas as a time
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Being with family and talking about past
Christmas memories. As a child, I use to be all about the presents. When I was
a child I knew the answer to why we celebrate Christmas, was because it was
the time we celebrated the birth of Jesus -- but, I really wanted the presents.
Now as an adult I like driving around to neighborhoods with my husband looking
at all the Christmas lights and manger scenes. Getting together with my large
family at Christmas matters a lot to me. We have lots of food and all the children
are there. What I enjoy the most is when the children perform for us their talents,
musical or reciting Bible verses. I love seeing Christmas Through the eyes of
children. I hope you do as well. This year as you are with your families making
more memories, be sure to celebrate Jesus' birth. 

"And she brought forth her first born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him a manger, because there wasn't room for them in the inn. Now
there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch
over their socks by night. And behold, a angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were great afraid. Then
the angel said to them, "for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city if David Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: you will find a babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in the manger." And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: "Glory to
God to the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards all men."
Luke 2:7-14

Merry Christmas
The Mountain Climbers



Let's talk about Christmas from the eyes of a senior. When you get to our age Christmas takes on a whole new
meaning. As a child, you start getting excited right after Thanksgiving. That's when you start hearing and seeing
all the glitz and glamour of the season. Every shopping store, lit-up house, and commercial talk about Santa
Claus. All you can think about is what is the big guy going to bring me this year and then you grow up and
thoughts begin to change. All you think about is what am I going to get for my kids and how can I afford the kind
of Christmas they are expecting. Finally, you are in your "golden years." You think about giving to others in all
types of ways such as to charities the homeless and giving to our families and friends. You think about the true
meaning of Christmas, the birth of our savior, and what God has given to us, not a $10 gift with not much
thought about it. He gave us the greatest gift of all, His Son. Sometimes we seniors think about the holidays and
what we are cooking for the family. We go to a lot of Christmas functions with friends, and Neighbors and seem
to think about what are we going to wear and what kind of gift are we going to bring. Our focus should be on
Jesus and his birth. We should want to share his love with others letting them know how much he cares for
them.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life". John 3:16

A Merry Christmas to you all,
The Faithwalkers

For many of us, the holiday season brings with it many memorable family traditions, beautiful sights, joyous
sounds, and brilliant festivities. So much, in fact, that I suspect each of those phrases lit up your mind with
echoes of Christmases past. We are so incredibly busy making memories during this time of year during all
these wonderful celebrations because we celebrate for such a wonderful reason! It is truly fitting that the
celebration of Jesus’ birth promotes the same joy, love, and hope that the Prince of Peace brought in His time
on earth. As we make new memories this year let us also remember all those who are away from friends, family,
and familiar festivities of the season. Many of the missionaries serving in far-flung locations around the world will
be struggling with loneliness as they feel the separation from home more sharply. There is no holiday break in
the mission field! They may be struggling to press on with daily challenges in a difficult area or working to keep
children fed during a food shortage. They may be alone in an unfriendly place or teaching people the meaning
of Christmas for the very first time. No matter where they find themselves or how busy you get this season,
remember to include them in your family prayers as they carry the message of the gift of Jesus Christ to the
ends of the earth!

Holiday Prayers for you and yours,
Overflow



Christmas Advent
of Good Cheer

1
Read the

Christmas
story in

Luke 1 & 2

2
Pray for all
of the poor

& sick
children

3
Check on a
neighbor

today.

4
Call someone
you haven't

talk to in
awhile.

5
Donate or

volunteer at
an animal

shelter.

7
Donate to or
volunteer at
our  Manna

food ministry

6
Leave a $5

giftcard for a
hot beverage
for your mail

carrier

8
Pray for

our
country's
leaders

9
Bake (or buy)

cookies to
share with
someone.

10
Pay 3 random
compliments
to someone

today.

11
Lead your

family in your
favorite

Christmas
Carol

12
Mail at least
10 Christmas
cards with a

heartfelt
message

13
Donate to a

toy drive
today.

14
Do 3

random
acts of

kindness

15
Send a video

Christmas
greeting to
someone

16
Share a

moment and
bring

someone
hot cocoa

17
Pray
for

Israel

18
Pray for the

homeless
who are in

the cold

19
Walk through

your
neighborhood
while singing

carols

20
Read the

Resurrection
story in

Luke 23 & 24

21
Pray for

your Pastor
and his
family

22
Pray for

those who
are lost in
the world

23
Bring

someone an
early

Christmas gift

24
Go to

HWWC's
Candlelight

Service



HWWC'SHWWC'S
Christmas PartyChristmas Party  

We'll be home for ChristmasWe'll be home for Christmas

Adult Dishes
Pastor's Sweet & Savory Grilled Chicken

with mashed potatoes & green beans
OR

choose the vegetarian dish

Kids Dish
Chicken Tenders & Mac-n-Cheese



uniting the community within,
to reach the community without.


